Universal Studios Ouija DVD/VOD Release Party

I was told I would be covering this event, and since I hadn’t seen the film, I quickly took it in the night before.  I understood there were very mixed reviews on the picture, so imagine my surprise that the film was quite enjoyable!

Universal Studios touted its wares on Thursday night at the historic (and haunted?) Boardner’s bar in the heart of Hollywood.  We were invited to share in the scares as they celebrated the release of their box office hit from late last year – Ouija – based on the legendary board game.

The evening began with a well-organized (and breathless – glad I wore comfortable shoes) scavenger hunt up and down Hollywood Boulevard.  Many haunted locations were part of the game, including the fabulous Roosevelt Hotel (rumored to be haunted by none other than Ms. Marilyn Monroe).  My team (the yellow team – aka “Chuckie’s Cheeseheads”) ended up placing second in the contest; out of four total teams.  Clues were solved, blisters were born and fools were made.  Following the mini The Amazing Race antics, we all returned to Boardner’s for some well earned grub and at this point, some much-needed adult beverages.

In attendance at the after party were Ouija’s writer/director Stiles White, one of the film’s stars – the lovely Bianca Santos and “Talking Board” expert (and a consultant on Ouija – as well as many other film and television projects), Robert Murch.

Robert Murch (“Murch” as he’s commonly known) brought along his collection of Ouija boards, including a piece which is one of only two known to be in existence.  Originally inspired by the 80s horror hit Witchboard (a film to which Ouija owes a debt of gratitude), his obsession has taken him far and wide in search of rare Ouija artifacts.
He conducted several mini-séances throughout the evening.  I’d love to say we missed out due to some old school superstition and absolute fear (we were in a haunted place after all), but in fact, he was just in high demand.  Insert frowny face here.  

However, I did get some face-to-face time with writer/director Stiles White and star Bianca Santos.
If you’ve seen the film, then read on.  If not, there are a few spoilers to be found.  You have been warned.
When I sat down with Bianca, it was a “first things first” as I asked her about her personal beliefs regarding the paranormal and the power of the Ouija.
Michael: “Do you believe?”

Bianca: “I’m 100%.  I would say that I closely relate to Isabelle (her character in the film), in the sense that I believe there could be something here.  Let’s not mess with it.  Let’s respect the boundaries – whatever’s been laid out for us.” 

“I’ve always kind of been careful when it comes to the spirit world.  I’m Latina.  You grow up in kind of a superstitious way.  (She’s of Cuban descent).  Without even realizing it, you understand that there could be something there.  Always be alert and careful.”
“My mom and my grandma – when I told them I would be doing the movie, Ouija, they asked if it was real – a real board you’d be filming with?”
Michael: “Talk to me a little bit about your death scene.”
Bianca: “There were actually three death scenes.  Exclusive!  Right here, right now.   Basically I experience something back at the diner which shakes me up, and then I’m driving home, uneasy.  My phone starts ringing as I’m driving.  I go to get it and the light turns red.  I slam on my brakes and I go to grab my phone.  When I come back up, the entire window is fogged up.  And it says ‘hi friend’.  Then I put on the windshield wipers, but it’s fogged from the inside.  I wipe it away.  No one in the rearview, and then I feel in the backseat to make sure no one’s in there.  Moment of relief.  ‘I’m fine.’  Something grabs my hand and I start screaming and struggling and my foot goes off the brake.  I start rolling into the intersection and I get t-boned and I die.  The other option was back in the bathroom.  I become possessed and then blankly get into the tub filled with water.  I throw in the hairdryer and get electrocuted.”
Michael: “Did everyone else have that many options?”
She smiles.  “No.  Just me.”  

Michael:  “The morning after you shot the flossing death scene, and you went to floss…how did you feel?”
Bianca: “To tell you the truth, I’m not a regular flosser.  So it really hasn’t affected my life.”
There you have it folks.  
Writer/director Stiles White co-wrote the piece with his wife Juliet Snowden (known for Knowing and Boogeyman).  I first asked him about the film’s origins.

Stiles: “We both immediately thought – isn’t this the game you just play with your friends?  And maybe it’s real, maybe its not.  Maybe someone’s joking and it freaks you out anyway. And then you say you’re never going to play it again.  And the next weekend you go out and you play it again.  You psyche yourself out.  And there was something appealing to us that it had nothing to do with your i-phone or your i-pad.  It’s a very vintage idea – in the modern world.  It still has that appeal.”
Michael:  “What about some of the new rules for the board? Where did they come from?”  

Stiles:  “We developed a few original things.  It was just an idea, but wouldn’t it be weird – you can’t see the ghost unless you tried to look through the planchette.  When we were shooting the beginning scenes with the little girls – they didn’t know anything about Ouija boards.  And you don’t want to tell them anything.  You got two little kids here.  And their moms are standing ten feet away.  You don’t want to go into the details about what can go wrong.  The one little girl was picking up the planchette and playing with it, without knowing anything about the rest of the story.  She held it up to her eye and started looking around.  ‘It’s a weird thing.  What is this for?  Do you look through it?’  It was cool to just watch her do that naturally, without knowing the other stuff.” 
“And the rhyme before each use.  It felt like they should just say something.  And this was just right off the top of our heads.”

“As friends we’ve gathered, hearts are true, spirits near we call to you.”
“Something that you would imagine two little kids would say, but then it sounds creepy when you’re a teenager and saying it for real.”  

“As the movie-goers took to Twitter, they grabbed that phrase.  A new generation of teenagers playing the Ouija board and actually using that line.”
There, now you can know some behind-the-scenes facts before you check out the DVD’s extras!
The film played in the background of Boardner’s as Universal celebrated its DVD premiere (feels like this film would benefit from a nostalgic release on good ol’ VHS, but that’s just not meant to be).  

It’s nice to swap stories, meet like-minded horror folks and drink up the themed spirits (so to speak).  And pay tribute to all things horror as the night grows darker.  

Spirits?  Seances?  “Talking boards”?  It’s all good.  

Check out Ouija on DVD or VOD.  And don’t…I say don’t play it alone – the board or the movie.  You dig?

