Zombies.  Vampires.  Stalkers.  Slashers.  Ghosts.  Ghouls.  Blood and guts.  Lots of stupid characters making bad decisions.  Creepy houses.  More bad decision-making.
And yours truly there on the red carpet at Screamfest 2014 – taking it all in!
Week-long escapes into the nether-regions of a top-notch horror festival are something ancient scholars once spoke of to a hushed gathering around a crackling fire – telling tall tales of ghosts and things in the sky and life after death.

And boobs.  Lots and lots of boobs.  After all, this is a horror film festival, friends.

Nine days.  How is it even remotely possible to report on all that has happened, all that has been witnessed and all that has been feared, in just one wrap-up article?

Well, let’s give it a go, shall we?

The 2014 Screamfest Horror Film Festival completed its successful run Wednesday night.  Awards were handed out and without further adieu, here are those lucky winners!

It’s a semi-sweep for Julia with four wins, including Best Actress for Ashley C. Williams.  And it’s a tie for 2nd between Dark Was the Night with two technical awards (visual and special effects) and The House of the End of Times deservedly taking home the two biggies, Best Director for Alejandro Hidalgo and the Best Picture “Skully”.  Check out my review for that flick here!

Here’s the complete list of the winners:

Best Actor: Matthew Gray Gubler for Suburban Gothic
Best Actress: Ashley C. Williams for Julia
Best Editing: Julia (Sverrir Kristjansson)
Best Makeup: Julia (Regina Tornwal)
Best Cinematography: White Settlers
Best Visual Effects: Dark Was the Night
Best Special Effects: Dark Was the Night
Best Student Short: Slut (writer/director Chloe Okuno)

Best Short: The Landing (writer/director Josh Tanner)
Best Score: Julia (Frank Hall)
Best Horror Comedy Short: Dead Hearts (writer/director Stephen W. Martin)

Best Screenplay (screenplay competition): Asylum by Michael Strode and Eric Wostenbe
Best Director: Alejandro Hidalgo for The House of the End of Times

Best Picture: The House of the End of Times 

Highlights on the red carpet throughout the nine days:  Oscar nominee and Golden Globe winner Sally Kirkland, and “Leland Palmer” himself, Ray Wise were on hand for their showing of Suburban Gothic.

The legendary Lance Henriksen (Aliens, Near Dark, Pumpkinhead) made an appearance mid-way through the festival, to the delight of all the horror nerds, including myself.  He’s “Bishop” for goodness sakes!  
Jeffrey Reddick, the creator of the Final Destination franchise, was there to promote his selected short, Good Samaritan (which he wrote and directed), starring Rainn Wilson and featuring the ever-lovely Jane Badler (I simply had to squeal when she showed up – no not on the red carpet, but in Jeffrey’s film – sigh).

Other names of note appearing at various times throughout the festival, either to support the lovely horror in their Hollywood backyard, or to tout their various wares -- having had a part in one of the films, included: Dameon Clark (Prison Break, Castle, Graceland), the stunning and statuesque Pollyanna McIntosh (of The Woman and the screened film White Settlers), Ron Jeremy (do you really need an explanation?), Kevin Durand (of FX’s The Strain and the screened film Dark Was the Night), the sexy Soska Sisters (of American Mary and this week’s See No Evil 2) and Corey Taylor (front man for Slipknot here to promote his feature film debut, Fear Clinic where he starred opposite Robert Englund).  And finally, Bruce Boxleitner (of Babylon 5 and the Tron films) came out to the festival on Sunday night with his two sons – Sam and Lee – celebrating their short film, Downstairs with their pops!
My breakdown of the absolute goodies (some for which you’ve already seen reviews – with a few more on the way), meaning you need to put your ear to the ground for your local festival and cinema scene and catch these babies when you can!  Be the first to know!  Amaze your friends!  Impress your boss!  Pick up chicks!  Be in the know!
Michael’s Top Five Features (top pick is listed first, and then the rest in no particular order):
The House of the End of Times (check out the review here)

Dark Was the Night (check out the review here)

The Creep Behind the Camera

Wrong Turn 6

Suburban Gothic (review forthcoming)

Michael’s Top Five Shorts (top pick is listed first, and then the rest in no particular order):

The Landing 
Cold Feet
Downstairs

Dead Hearts

Nuit Americhen (Day for Night)

And keep in mind that additional reviews may be forthcoming, as I was unable to catch every single film which played.  Please forgive my obvious shortcomings.  But several of these talented filmmakers have offered screeners for the missed ones, so these lists do have the capacity to change!
While I listed the best of the best above (again, admittedly only for what I have seen), there were (as in so many film festivals far and wide), of course some not-as-great flicks.  

But who cares?  We were all there to celebrate the triumph of horror as the ultimate entertainment experience, and who better to make it happen than the dedicated and talented folks behind Screamfest?

Much praise to founder and festival director, Rachel Telofsky and her tireless crew, for their hospitality, genuine kindness and never-ending support for these talented filmmakers.  Celebrate the films, yes.  But celebrate the awesome festival where we get to experience these films too! 

Absolutely looking forward to next year!  Keep on keeping on, horror fans, and get your butts out here to LA next year for this amazing experience!

And if you can’t make it to LA for 2015, then I implore you to seek out a crotchety old local storyteller (think John Houseman in Carpenter’s The Fog) sitting by the fire with a marshmallow on a stick, and see what he/she can come up with to frighten and delight you.  But I guarantee you, it won’t be as good as the flicks of Screamfest 2014!

