It’s evening in Los Angeles, which means there’s a premiere, a red carpet event or a film festival going on somewhere in the greater reaches of the city.  Last night was no exception!  Right in the heart of Tinseltown, the 14th Annual Screamfest Horror Film Festival opened on Wednesday in the Hollywood/Highland complex, home of the Oscars and our host, the TCL Chinese Theatres.  The horror fans flocked to the venue, ready to cringe, to laugh, to pat each other on the back and of course, to scream.
The opening film, Parlor, was the big event of the night, and the majority of the cast and crew were present to usher in the celebration.  Other actors and filmmakers from the forthcoming week of ghouls, gore and gorgeous girls (as was apparent from Parlor) were there to kick off the 9 day extravaganza!
As the folks from Parlor hurried through the red carpet line with all of the other horror ambassadors (everyone was ready to get inside the theatre for the popcorn and the flick), I had a chance to chat a few of them up, and get answers to the burning questions which every good horror geek worth his weight in blood, really wants to know when meeting another one of their kind.

1) What is your favorite horror film? 

And
2) What is the next big trend in horror films?

These are important questions, folks!
First up, Mr. Robert LaSardo, “The Artist” in tonight’s showing of Parlor.  He’s a distinctive and tattooed character actor from projects like Death Race, Nip/Tuck and the upcoming Human Centipede III (Final Sequence).  Known for playing “the heavy”, he talked a little bit about being able to “stretch a bit” in this character and what “The Artist” is all about. 
“(He’s) a revelation.  The character has layers.  Intelligence.  He’s eccentric.  He speaks in almost poetic verse.  Very different from the type of characters I’ve been invited to play.  I dare say, not a whole lot of IQ w/ some of those other pathologies.  Not to disrespect, I had a great time with those roles.  But it’s time to take LaSardo out of the monkey cage. Let him speak intelligently.  Parlor for me is quite an experience on that level.  It allows me to communicate variations of my ability as an artist.  No pun intended.”
And having subsequently watched the film, LaSardo gives a very measured and calm performance.  “The Artist” is a bad guy, but with heart, worldly knowledge and a fierce loyalty to customs and family traditions.  With this character, LaSardo gets that “stretch” he’s been looking for. 

And we mustn’t forget.  LaSardo lists his top three horror flicks: The Exorcist (a common fave this evening), The Shining and Session 9.

And his thoughts for the next big horror trend?  “Interdimensional beings.  Appearing and capturing all the corporate entities that are devouring our world.”  There’s that heavy again.
Parlor is making the rounds on the festival circuit, but no official release date has been announced.

The brains behind The Creep Behind the Camera (that’s a mouthful), writer/director, Pete Schuermann will be screening his documentary/narrative feature this coming Sunday at Screamfest.  Following up his presentation, the film which inspired his project, The Creeping Terror will play on the big screen.  The Creeping Terror is a sci-fi B-movie classic from 1964, surrounded in a cloud of inept filmmaking, unintentionally comic subject matter and (who knew?) crazy controversy!  Pete’s film follows the behind-the-scenes drama of this trash-classic, shedding light on con-man director, Vic Savage.

For Pete’s money, these types of semi-fictionalized imaginings of the wacky stories behind some of our favorite cult classics, could be the next horror trend.  He mentioned the forthcoming film from James Franco – examining the 2003 film, The Room – today touted as one of the best “so bad, it’s good” genre efforts.  Well then, the message is clear!  Screenwriters, you’ve got your next assignment! 
Schuermann’s favorite horror film is Dawn of the Dead (high five, brother!)
Hey, it’s two of the girls from Wrong Turn 6, screening this Friday night at Screamfest!  Aqueela Zoll and Sadie Katz are two of the young ladies who will be facing the horrors offered up in this long-running franchise!  Per the girls, expect the usual thrills and “hill-billery” (borrowing that term from my brother) with some extra focus on story and characterization this time around!

Their fave horror films?  Per Aqueela, Wrong Turn 6 (well played!) and per Sadie, Black Swan and A Nightmare on Elm Street.

As far as horror trends, they’re believing (and hoping) for a return to powerful female horror villains.
Aqueela: “If we’re going in a direction (it’s) a crazy psychotic, from a female perspective” and Sadie, “Crazy f***ing bitches!”

Is a possible return to the 90s heyday of Basic Instinct and Single White Female?  Perhaps.
Such characters can enter some dark territory, so I wondered if they would have personal limits when taking on such a role.

Aqueela: “My limit becomes when I lose myself so much in the character that I can’t find me anymore.  We’ve all got everything in us.  There are parts of me that are very scary.  Parts of you that are very scary. We’re all scary in some extreme.”

Sadie simply replied, “I have no limits. I’m disgusting.”  Gotta love these ladies!
Wrong Turn 6 is currently available online.

And according to several other folks I tapped for interviews, my belief is confirmed!  It looks like “bug horror” is the forthcoming scary movie trend.  You read it here first!  Prepare for the creepy-crawly invasion!  And what current write-up would be complete if there weren’t the mention of Ebola or something similar for some post-apocalyptic terror fodder?
We’re all settling in for the long haul this week, hoping for some great scares, some juicy and gory gags and some good old-fashioned love for the genre!
Expect a full recap of the week as the festival draws to a close next Wednesday.  And don’t forget to check back frequently for a bevy of reviews from fellow contributor Sean Decker as he highlights some of the big features screening at Screamfest this week!

